R E V I E WS B O O K S

R E V I E WS B O O K S

A Briefs and Candid Chat
With Captain Underpants
Creator Dav Pilkey

Since 1997, Dav Pilkey has been
delighting children (and grossing out
parents) with his massively popular
Captain Underpants series about
two mischievous boys who accidentally hypnotize their principal into
becoming an elastic-waistbanded
superhero. Pilkey’s mix of illustrated
adventure and gleeful potty humor
has proved irresistible to readers
ages 7 and up, with nearly 50 million
copies in print and a DreamWorks
Animation movie adaptation in
development. The ninth book in the
franchise, Captain Underpants and
the Terrifying Return of Tippy Tinkletrousers, arrives on Aug. 28 after a
six-year hiatus. Speaking by phone
from his Seattle home, Pilkey, 46,
discussed his lovably crude creation
and the inherent comedy of undergarments. —Keith Staskiewicz
When did Captain Underpants, in
all his comfort-fitting glory, first pop
into your brain?
That was in second grade. A teacher
used the word underwear in class,
and the entire classroom just burst
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into laughter.
Then she got mad
Dav Pilkey
and said, “Hey, hey,
boys and girls. Underwear is not funny!” And I remember
thinking, Wow, underwear is really
powerful. I should find a way to
capitalize on that. So I started drawing Captain Underpants.
When you’re writing about sentient
toilets and snot monsters as a
46-year-old, do you try to channel
your inner second-grader?
When I was a kid, I had a lot of
reading problems. Anytime you
put a book in front of me it was
like punishment. However, I would
have liked books about superheroes
who battled monsters in their
underwear. So I’m really writing
to the child I used to be, that kid
who didn’t like books.
The go-to compliment for children’s
literature is always “It gets kids
to read.” But your books also
encourage them to write
and be creative.
It was always a
dream in the back of
my head that some
kid would be so inspired
that they’d staple some
pages together, grab some
pencils, and make their
own comics. Now I get
comics sent to me from all
over the world. This isn’t a
homework assignment for
them. Nobody’s standing over
them saying, “You need to do
this comic.” These kids are
doing it on their own, and that’s
really, really cool to me.

Have you gotten push-back from
parents who feel bodily functions
have no place in literature?
Every now and then there will be a
parent who just doesn’t think that
it’s funny, and they’ll try to get my
books banned. But fortunately I’ve
never met a kid who thought that
way. My target audience gets it.
You placed No. 13 on the top 100
banned and challenged books
of the ’00s, beating out The
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn.
I did?! That is a great, great honor.
How much will you be involved
in the big-screen adaptation of
Captain Underpants?
My biggest responsibility is picking
out a tie for the premiere. It’s a
bit surreal. I mean, when you’re a
kid sitting in the school hallway
drawing pictures, you never think
that it’s going to be a movie people
will see all around the world.
I guess you’ve finally proved
that teacher wrong.
Kids all around the world have
proved that teacher wrong.
I don’t care what you say: Underwear is funny. n
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Joe Posnanski
BIOGRAPHY

Joe Posnanski is a terrific
writer. He also has terrible
luck. The former Sports
Illustrated star spent years
working on an in-depth bio of
legendary Penn State football
coach Joe Paterno. But just
as it was about to go to press,
the unimaginable happened.
One of the most respected figures in college athletics
was swept up in a child-molestation scandal perpetrated
by his longtime assistant Jerry Sandusky. Worse,
Paterno (who died of cancer in January) knew about
the stomach-turning incidents and didn’t do as much as
he could have—or should have—to stop them. Posnanski
tries to make the best of the situation, shoehorning the
new developments into his narrative. Problem is, that
narrative is an admiring account of a man most folks
aren’t yet ready to admire again. B —Chris Nashawaty

1

Gone Girl
Nobody knows what became of
Amy, the co-narrator of Gone
Girl, but just look to the top of
the chart to find Gillian Flynn’s
unstoppable best-seller.

fiction top 10
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1

Gone girl Gillian Flynn

10

2

friends forever Danielle Steel

3

3

Odd Apocalypse Dean Koontz
In the ninth installment of Koontz’s Odd
Thomas series, the titular short-order cook—
who possesses the unique ability to see the
dead—discovers unsettling secrets in a
haunted Hollywood mansion.

2

4

where we belong Emily Giffin

3

5

sweet talk Julie Garwood

1

6

the spymasters W.E.B. Griffin

1

7

Black list Brad Thor

3

8

I, Michael bennett
James Patterson & Michael Ledwidge

5

9

time untime Sherrilyn Kenyon

1

10 the fallen angel Daniel Silva

4

QUICK TAKES
(opposite page) pilkey: Karyn Carpenter Baker ; captain underpants: Art © 2012 Dav Pilkey. Used by permission of Schol astic Inc .

Kids’-Book Sensation

Bones Are Forever

The Orchardist

Thriller

NOVEL

Kathy Reichs

The latest outing in the
Temperance Brennan
series—the basis for
the hit Fox show
Bones—finds the
scientist chasing a baby
murderer to a desolate
Canadian burg called Yellowknife. Reichs,
a forensic anthropologist, makes her
crime novels intriguingly realistic. But she
also writes sentences like this: “An SNP, or
single nucleotide polymorphism, is a DNA
sequence variation in which a single base
varies between members of a species or
between paired chromosomes in an individual.” If you can get past the lab jargon
and other tics (must every chapter end
with a goofy cliff-hanger?), this is a
decent detective yarn. B– —Rob Brunner

nonfiction top 10

Amanda Coplin

There are echoes of
John Steinbeck in this
beautiful and haunting debut novel set in
early-20th-century
Washington State.
The Orchardist
chronicles the life of solitary tree farmer
William Talmadge, who takes in two
abused, pregnant teenage runaways.
Talmadge is repaid for his generosity
with a violent tragedy that brings him
decades of strife—and eventually some
glimmers of joy. Although Coplin weighs
the narrative down with overlong
stretches of ornate prose, she depicts
the frontier landscape and the plain
spoken characters who inhabit it with
dazzling clarity. B+ —Stephan Lee
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1

Heart, smarts, guts, and luck
Anthony K. Tjan, Richard J. Harrington, Tsun-Yan Hsieh

1

2

wild Cheryl Strayed

21

3

the amateur Edward Klein

13

4

killing lincoln Bill O’Reilly with Martin Dugard

46

5

wheat belly William Davis

30

6

double cross Ben Macintyre
This nonfiction account of World War II
espionage by the British author of Operation
Mincemeat and Agent Zigzag reads like a
particularly riveting fictional thriller.

2

7

Dearie: The remarkable life of julia child
Bob Spitz
Julia Child would have turned 100 on Aug. 15,
and Spitz’s new biography may be the most
affectionate birthday card ever. He captures
not only the events of Child’s life but also the
impact she had on American culture.

1

8

the corruption chronicles Tom Fitton

2

9

leapfrogging Soren Kaplan

1

10 steve jobs Walter Isaacson

42

Source: Week ending Aug. 14, 2012, powered by Nielsen BookScan © 2012 The Nielsen Company
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